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Late Jamary OJ—f$°"ss 
Churchill, Winston S. MARLBOROUGH (Vols. 3 & 4) Scribner 


* 4% The first two volumes of the Marlborough brought favorable returns through- 
out the country, and enthusiastic reviews. The postponement of volumes three and 
four to January, 1935, should not materially affect the sale, since it is an essential 
book for every purchaser of volumes one and two, and, furthermore, the announcement 
of its imminence should stimulate Christmas sales of the first two volumes and create 
an additional market for these. Keep this in mind, and notify December purchasers 

when the next volumes are on the eve of publication...Churchill picks up the thread 
of Marlborough's life with the accession of Queen Anne, and the stirring years that 
follow make excellent reading under the masterly touch of Winston Churchill. Por- 

traiture and narrative genius characterize these volumes as they did the earlier ones. 
Not only is it an outstanding biography, but a brilliant picture of colorful days. 






$6.00 V 





And Two Dark Horses 
January 17 
Canning, Edward MR. FINCHLEY'S HOLIDAY Reynal & Hitchcock 
"7 Unknown author, unknown book — does it belong in the section set aside for 


essential purchase? We think so. Perhaps we are betting on personal bias, but some— 


how we have a hunch that this book is a "natural". It might be designated as a modern 


picaresque novel; it is sheer adventure of a somewhat extravagant kind. But with all 
that, it has the quality of Priestley's The Good Companions and of the inimitable and 
too little known, Mr. Thompson in the Attic, by Anna Keown, adroitly blended. Mr. 
Finchley is a sober-minded clerk, who is planning his first holiday in many years. 
Chance disrupts all his plans and thrusts him into one fantastic situation after an-— 
other, and the tale is spun on a tenuous thread of humor, poetry, and kindliness. 
Good fun reading, and should be easy selling and easy renting. Try it on those who 
liked The Road to Nowhere as well as the other two types of readers. You may guess, 











we liked it. $2.00 
January 2 Q ve 

Fleming, Berry SIESTA Harcourt, Brace 

ie The cycle of a summer in a sleepy, forgotten town in Alabama. A stirring 


of placid waters which reveals turgid depths, murky passions, brought to the surface 
by the infusion of new blood thrust into the even tenor of its wayse And with the 
passing of the summer visitors, the cycle ends, and sommolence settles down over the 
town again. The book has power, insidiously, unforgettably searing itself on the 
imagination. Just as Main Street gave new — and perhaps bitter — significance to the 
town of the Middle West, so Siesta will make it impossible to say of a small town in 
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the deep South, "nothing ever happens", Stribling, Faulkmer, Stark Young — each pre— 
Sents some one facet or other of the South. Berry Fleming has somehow rationalized 
them all in this book. A dark horse, but we feel confident it is a safe bet for 
enthusiastic press comment, with resultant sales. Watch it. $2650 








Don't Miss These Titles 









The author of Nymph Errant will create new markets for his Background for Venus, 
(Knopf). Beresford has written his most popular book in Peckover (Putnam). Golding 
has an excellent volume of short stories in This Wanderer (Farrar & Rinehart). 
Reviewed below. 


















PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS — Fiction 









January 2 







Knittel, John VIA MALA Stokes 


Here's a novel in the French manner, good, solid reading, and — for the most 
part — interesting. But oh so long a time it takes to spin a somewhat slender story. | 
The setting is Switzerland — the story follows the devious paths leading to a brutal i 
but somehow inevitable murder, and the effects of the crime on those who took part in 
it. The sombreness of the main plot is relieved by a tender love story. There is a 
certain power and distinction that makes this a book that should be seriously con- 
sidered, but the market is questionable. Possibly, those who liked Mazeline's Wolves 
will find this to their taste. Buy carefully. Publishers rate it high and plan sales 
promotion and advertising. $2250 

























Peisson, Edouard OUTWARD BOUND FROM LIVERPOOL Stokes 


Melodrama in the story of the grim striving after an impossible record by 
the captain and crew of a luxurious ocean liner, built as the last forlorn hope of a 
rapidly disintegrating company. Exciting reading, without recourse to sentimentality 
or hysteria — masculine appeal primarily...It is the story of a maiden voyage, clouded 
by rumors of wnseaworthiness and impending fate, driven by the knowledge that a record 

must be made to save the firm. Modern competitive methods, the deus ex machina, 

forces of nature, the invisible foe. The Morro Castle disaster makes a book of this 
type of timely, though tragic, interest. - $200 








Tracy, Don SRISS— CROSS Vanguard 





Here's another book of the hard—boiled genre, for the audience of The Post- 
man Always Rings Twice. A story of two-timing on the part of the girl, of double— 
crossing on the part of the men, in a plot dealing with a holdup. Good reading, of 
its kind — but it all depends how you feel about the "rind", $2.00 





Brown, Beatrice Curtis THE SANJROFT SISTERS Putnam 


A leisurely psychological novel, essentially Inglish, with a quiet charm, 
and a certain challenge. ‘The story of three sisters:— Cicely, the eldest, a novelist, 
@ married, serene in having solved her youthful problems; Sorrel, wanting to feel sure 
of herself, inflexible, unwilling to see the rift in the lute, avoiding the impact 
of reality; Joanna, restless, dissatisfied, afraid of loneliness, seeking and finding 
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disappointment. The plot is slight, but the characters are well drawn, and there is 
a certain flavor of youth in the telling. The market is essentially a young, and not 
too sophisticated one. $2450 


January 4 
Held, John, Jre I'M THE HAPPIEST GIRL IN THE WORLD Vanguard 


Held has a cynical slant on life and this story of Miss Universe, winner of 
successive beauty contests, is full of bitter pictures of that small world in which 
Della circulates, — the contestants, their sponsors, the judges and so one Suggests — 
mildly — Wonder Hero (Priestley) in content and viewpoint, though not in the manner 
of telling. There is a Held market, but this does not measure up to his short stories. 





Chiefly for circulating library distribution. $200 
January 7 

Laver, James BACKGROUND FOR VENUS Knopf 

¥% 4 very good evening's entertainment, and due for a wider popular sale than 


his previous book, Nymph Errant. The background is the inner circle of London's 
artistic (and pseudo—artistic) group, the men and women who haunt openings of art 
exhibitions, the critics, the dealers, the collectors, and the artists who are for-— 
tunate enough to break into the charmed circle. ‘The central characters include a 
young artist, with his first one-man show, the dealer who is hoping to make a good 
thing out of him, the collector who specializes in moderns, and the lovely and heart— 
less mistress of the dealer. A story of the insidious poison of success and its ac— 





companiments. $2250 
January 17 
Martin, Helen Re DELIVERANCE Dodd, Mead 
Helen Martin rents. Why — judging from this sample — it is hard to see. 
Perhaps this isn't up to her standard, for it strikes us as so much tripe. $2.00 
Overton, Clara Wallace THE ROAD TO THE LEFT Farrar & Rinehart 


Good rental library filler, of the woman's magazine type of story. The 
romance of Lisa who leaves her fiance at the altar for the attractive, but unstable 
Stan, and who finds she can scarcely make a go of marriage, faced by the financial 


morass into which they are plunged. Town and city background. $2.00 
January 18 

Beresford, Je De PECKOVER Putnam 

_ 4 story of dual personality, in which a conventional, stodgy man of middle 


age is precipitated into his altar ego by a petty quarrel over radio programs at home. 
For six months he makes a new life for himself, remembering nothing of the years that 
had intervened since the war. In this new personality, he advances toward success, 

in business and in love — then a crossing of paths precipitates the inevitable, and 
the shock throws him back into his former personality. A good story, and fascinating 
from the psychological viewpoint, convincingly told. A departure from Beresford's 
earlier books, and more popular. gy2.00 
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January 22 


Eliot, Ethel Cook HER SOUL TO KEEP Macmillan 


Very Catholic in appeal, though a good story at the same time for the gen— 
eral public, with a preference for a somewhat conservative audience, to whom the 
spiritual aspect of the story will be an added attraction...Previous adult book, 
Green Doors, published by Little, Brown. This is a better story. One juvenile on 
Stoke's list. This her first book under the Macmillan imprint, we think....The story 
of a widow, supporting her small family by running a bookshop, and carrying the bur-— 
den of the problem her "adopted" daughter, Jane, is facing, when she finds that she 
is pregnant, and that she loves another man than the father of the unborn child. ‘The 
relation of Lucia to Jane is beautifully handled; the book has real spiritual power; 
there is a double romance interwoven with the social and religious problems. Pick 


your customers — there are many will like it. $2.00 
January 25 Pi 
Carus, Helen ARTEMIS FARE THEE WELL Little, Brown 


Here's a story for those who like classical settings — in this case, Greece, 
during the invasion of the Medes. But not for the I, Claudius and the Tros of Samo- 
thrace crowd. Rather, perhaps, for those who liked Peter Abelard. Full of lore, of 
an acceptance of the religious element governing life, of descriptions of rites and 
ceremonies, with a slight touch of Lawrencian sex (quite in keeping with the fertility 
rites, however ). 











0° 

January 28 an 

Golding, Louis THE WANDERER Farrar & Rinehart 
¥* The author of Magnolia Street and of Five Silver Daughters proves that his 


genius is not confined to long novels, but that he has a facile pen in the shorter 
mediums as well. This is a collection of stories, sketches, short shorts, impres— 
sionistic bits — fascinating, graphic, imaginative, dramatic, varied in content and 
style. ‘There are some tinged with a mystical aura, others purely realistic; there 

is no preponderance of Jewish stories. An excellent and varied collection, and should 


have a good sale for those who like short stories. $2050 
bete—canuary 
—_— 
Brown, Beth LADY HOBO / 4 / 4 ) L Coward, McCann 


Beth Brown has a rental library market. They may want this, but unless you 
are sure of it, pass it up, for its pretty poor stuff. The story of a girl who tries 
to find herself, and in the process leaves her husband, takes a consumptive girl-— 
mother under her wing, and joins the hobos to beat their way back to the Coast. Lots 


of incidents, but what of it? / $2.00 “7 
/ j 


/ Phe rane: il 
Weston, Harold BANQUET FOR FURIES Af Rea - Coward, McCann 


A long and detailed novel of the warped character, Marie, who - ugly and 
misshapen — makes power her gode ‘The setting is an island off England, where she has 
an opportunity to work her will on the inhabitants, and on the relatives of her dead 
husband. aA story of growing madness, of machinations cunningly consealed, of cancer 


of the spirit and the flesh. (Francis Iles! audience) $2.50 . 


VV 
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RECOMMENDED MYSTERIES AND THRILLERS 





December 5 


Bentley, John THE EYES OF DEATH Doubleday, Doran 


An elegant amateur helps Scotland Yard to solve two mysteries plus some 
jewel robberies. $2.00 


January 18 


Charteris, Leslie THE SAINT IN NEW YORK Doubleday, Doran 


Lured by offer of reward, the Saint risks the New York police in order to 
locate the leader of a gang responsible for his employer's son's deathe Good gang- 
ster yarn, with the famous English criminal in New York. $2.00 


(NOTE: Galleys on this type of book seem slow in coming through — or perhaps they 
aren't considered good bets at the opening of a new season). 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS — Non-Fiction 





December 17 


Fowler, Gene & Meredyth, Bess THE MIGHTY BARNUM Covici, Friede 


The scenario of a moving picture in book form, with directions for camera, 
actors, directors, sets, etce Should be of interest to students of moving picture 
technique, classes on scenario writing, and others interested, academically, in a 
modern phenomenon. As a story, the constant indications of change of scene, camera, 
and so on require adjustment, but once that is done, it makes for rapid action. The 
plot is based on Barnum's life, with some human interest thrown in for dramatic and 
romantic interest. Sales? — As a novelty — for the Fowler audience, who will relish 


the directions ~ for those interested in the picturee $2.00 
January 2 
Douglas, Frances & Lecocq,Thelma BRITANNIA WAIVES THE RULES Dutton 


Debunking of the English legend — a very entertaining fare of British 
idiosyncrasies, dished up in cryptic comments on how they dress, what food they eat, 
the way they speak, their point of view on life in general and sports in particular, 
and so one Has to be seen to be appreciated — so have a look at it. To be taken in 
bits, not at a sitting. Don't try to sell to those who love the British with a blind 


devotion. Amusing illustrations. $1.50 


January 7 4 


Tead, Ordway THE ART OF LEADERSHIP Whittlesey House 


Good sound business psychology, practical in theory and application, analyt— 
ical as to present methods and practice, problems and ways of meeting them. Should 
be in the possession of every personnel director, vocational bureau, executive in 
constant contact with his people. Special section devoted to particular problems , 
of women. A self-help book, in a specialized field, $20.50 wi 
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Mid—January 


Kronenberger, Louis, editor AN ANTHOLOGY OF LIGHT VERSE Modern Library 





7 Here's an anthology that is really needed. Not strictly an anthology of 
humor, in competition with Carolyn Wells', but an anthology of sophisticated and 
subtle verse, written by poets and versifiers in their lighter moments. ‘There are 
verses here that one knows half way, and knows not where to find. There are familiar 
old saws such as "The centipede was happy quite," etc. and "Great fleas —"'; there 

are gems from the sixteenth century poets, from Herrick and Suckling and their group, 
from Sheridan and Burns and Thomas Moore and Thackeray and Edward Lear and Lewis 
Carroll and Gilbert and Dobson and Hillaire Belloc and Guy Wetmore Carryl and Chester-— 
ton and F.P.A. and Morley and Dorothy Parker and Ogden Nash and Margaret Fishback; 

but there are also innumerable verses by less familiar writers, and the result is a 


collection that everyone will want to own. 700 pp. $.95 
January 2l 
Committee Report RECENT SOCIAL TRENDS IN THE U.S. McGraw~Hill 


New one volume edition of President Hoover's Report of the Research Com- 
mittee on Social Trends, published originally in two volumes in January 1933. It 
went through six printings in a year in its original form. In the new form, it should 
be invaluable as a reference book on all such questions as population, natural wealth 
invention and discovery, agencies of communication, changing social attitudes, shifting 
occupational patterns, racial and ethnic groups, religious organizations, health, 
governmental functions, public welfare activities, and on and on. Each report is 
based on careful study of the specific subject by a committee of experts. Sell to 
public libraries, to schools and colleges, to laymen interested in social and econo— 


mic problems, and building a reference library. $6.00 
January 29 
Van Doren, Mark A WINTER DIARY Macmillan 


A collection of poems, opening with a long poem in descriptive narrative 
style — a sort of modern Snowbound. Then follows a sheaf of exceptionally fine 
sonnets, emotional in content, several long poems, and a group of lyrics. The first 
and title poem and the sonnets seem to this reader to have a quality the others lack, 
no specific originality of form or content, but an undercurrent of feeling and a 
delicate poetic imagery. $1.90 


January 30 
Perry, James DeWolf THE REVEALING CHRIST Harper 


The presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church has prepared this as his book 
for Lent, 1935. Ash Wednesday comes on March the sixth this year. A certain amount 
of advance promotion on this book, calling it to the attention of rectors of the 
Episcopal Churches in your community, should produce results. Suggest that announce— 
ment of it be included in February church leaflets. The book contains a thousand 
word meditation and prayer for each day of Lent, with longer meditations for Good 
Friday and other special occasions. Bishop Philip Rhinelander is one of many con- 
tributors. $1.50 
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Late January 


Lowenthal, Marvin, ed, THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF MICHEL DE MONTAIGNE Houghton, Mifflin 


; Montaigne says of his writings: "Do I paint myself to the life? It's 
enoughe I am doing what I proposed. ‘The man who knows me will meet me again in my 
book, and the man who knows my book will meet it again in me." — This skilful blend— 
ing of extracts from his writings proves that he knew his own power, for through his 
book he has given himself immortality. Good reading today, well on to four hundred 
years laters We can see and hear and know the man himself; we can rebuild his back— 
ground, his life; we can read his mind. And it is stimulating and entertaining read— 
ing. Childhood, youth and prime; adventures in love and court and work and play; 
travel and people; habits, whims and opinions, Essentially French in viewpoint, it 

at times makes James and Hemingway and Lawrence seem neophytes. $350 


Horwill, H. W. A DICTIONARY OF MODERN AMERICAN USAGE Oxford 


A desk reference book to place beside Fowler, but a book that the average 
American will find of less value than foreigners — Englishmen included — who will 
discover through it the niceties of differentiation between English and American 
usagee An essential book for English writers and dramatists who would be certain 
of the picture they would paint in their American characters. An important book 
for cross reference wherever accuracy of usage is in question. Sell to public li- 
braries, to writers, to purists in speech. $300 


Two Dark Horses Received Too Late for Report Before Publication 





Owen, Russell SOUTH OF THE SUN John Day 


Now available in a regular trade edition — this human interest study of 
the first Byrd Antarctic expedition, of the personalities and their relation the one 
to the other under circumstances that threw them into close intimacy and under trying 
conditions. Not a story of exploration — not "escape reading" for the armchair voy- 
ager; rather a study in human psychology. Owen was the Times reporter with the ex- 
pedition, and in this story of the group and the living conditions at the base, he 
gives one a different conception of the personal equation at close range. $2250 


Chapman, F. Spencer NORTHERN LIGHTS Oxford 


The official account of the British Arctic Air—Route Expedition, in a new 
edition, which should bring it to a wider public, well deserved by its fascinating 
content, Under the leadership of twenty—three year old H. G. Watkins, fourteen men 
are sent out to survey and map Greenland, and to gather data for the proposed air 
routee By sled, by plane, by water, in groups of two and three, they go up and down 
the Coast and through the interior over the Ice Cap. Only three of them had any 
background of Arctic experience, so it is not the usual type of exploration story. 
Chapman gives the story from the viewpoint of the amateur, and carries the reader 
through the trips. Against terrific obstacles — acquiring their necessary knowledge 
from bitter experience — they achieved their end. And the story makes exciting read— 
ing and one of the best chronicles of the Arctic for the home fireside ever written. 
Good pictures. $2.50 
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Announcing 






December 3 










Zerbe, Jerome PEOPLE ON PARADE Morrow 










Nothing to show on this, but you should know about it. Jerome Zerbe is 

well kmown as a portrait painter and society photographer and writes entertainingly 

on current social events and personalities. ‘This volume is a collection of photographs 
of people at social events in 1934 — 400 in all — and covering New York, Charleston, 
Miami, Palm Beach, Cleveland, Pittsburgh, Detroit, Chicago, Cincinnati, Dayton. 

People active in society, in literary circles, on the stage and screen — 800 celeb— 
rities snapped informally. An amusing chronicle for the public that feeds on social 
columns in the daily press. Introduction by Lucius Beebe, man~about-—town who writes 
the Sunday Herald—Tribune social and theatre gossip. $300 





























Some Last Minute JUVENILES Just Received 





Picture Book Age 





Dall, Anna Roosevelt SCAMPER'S CHRISTMAS Macmillan 


A sequel to the story of the bunny at the White House, Scamper, of last 
Spring, and equally innocuous from the point of view of text and charming from the 





point of view of illustrations by Marjorie Flack. It will sell. $2.00 
9 “Fiction for 12-16 Year Olds 
Carter, Russell Gordon CITY OF ADVENTURE:. Penn 


Good story dealing with a problem encountered everywhere today ~ the prob— 
lem of the foreign—born citizens with American—born offspring. This problem was 
treated in the story which won the Harper—American Girl award several years ago, 
Carmella Commands by Walter S.e Ball. Now, in a different form, it comes up ina 
story of a boy, of Czechoslavakian parentage, who has made good both from the schol-— 
astic and the athletic angles at the New York City High School he attends. Rather 
ashamed of his father, he has made no effort to draw him into his interests and is 
shocked into a realization of what is happening when he learns that his father is 
planning to take him back to Prague. A good story, and ~- thoughtful boys facing 
similar situations will find arresting. City sale, primarily. $2.00 


Daugherty, Sonia THE BROKEN SONG Nelson 
The story of a family of Russian aristocrats, of the daily happy round of 
their lives, broken into suddenly by war and revolution. A good picture of an upper 


class home in old Russia. $2200 


For Parents, Teachers, Librarians, etce 





Munger, Martha Perrin & THE BOOK OF PUPPETS Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
ad Elder, Annie Lee . 


An excellent how—to—do book for amateurs, Thoroughly practical. Goes into 
details of stage building for puppet theatres, scenery, stage properties, puppets. 
and their clothes, manipulation, details of management, lighting, stage directions ~ 


L 
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in fact everything that is bound to come up with people inexperienced in the handling 
of puppets. The text of six plays, simple in production and surely popular:— Little 
€ Black Sambo, Three Little Pigs, Red Riding Hood, Goldilocks, Ali Baba, Night Before 
Christmas, with full directions for putting them on. The best book of the kind so 
far as I know, and essential for teachers, children's room directors, anyone who 
wants to add puppets to the program of child training. Fully illustrated with dia— 
grams and charts and drawings. $1.50 


Note These Changes in Prices and Publication Dates 





Page 

Baum, Ve - — MEN NEVER KNOW (Doubleday, Doran) from 12/26 to 3/8/35 306 
Neumann, Alfred -~ ANOTHER CAESAR (Knopf) from 10/29 to 1/21/35 - 

Price before publication $2.50 221 
Chatterton, Ee Ke — DANGER ZONE (Little,Brown) from 11/23 to 12/3 32h 
de la Roche, Mazo — BESIDE A NORMAN TOWER (Little,Brown) from 11/23 to 12/3 1 
Corsi, Be — IN THE SHADOW OF LIBERTY (Macmillan) definite date 1/23 286 
Macdonell, Ae G- — HOW LIKE AN ANGEL (Macmillan) definite date 1/2 319 
Shoonmaker & Marvel— THE COMPLETE WINE BOOK (Simon & Schuster) definite date 12/5 287 
Dorfman, Joseph j§ — THORSTEIN VEBLEN (Viking) correct price $3.75 324 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR — For the Balance of the Year 











December 4 — Atherton, Gertrude — Reprint of REZANOV (Stokes) 318 
December 5 — Joslin, Theodore — HOOVER OFF THE RECORD (Doubleday, Doran) 312 
€ — Sprige, C. St. Johns — THE PERFECT ALIBI (Doubleday, Doran) 320 
December 6 — Beebe, William — HALF MILE DOWN (Harcourt, Brace) 322 
December 12 — Lockwood, Sarah M. — DECORATION (Doubleday, Doran) 309 
December 17 — Fowler & Meredyth — THE MIGHTY BARNUM (Covici, Friede) 331 





That is evidence — if we needed it — that from the publishers! viewpoint 
the year is ended. But from the booksellers’! angle, the month of big business is 
ahead. Stop for a moment and take stock with yourself. Are you ready for the big push? 


Let the service of The New York Office carry its share of the load. Check 
your back bulletins with your sales staff, following particularly the three starred 
titles and the two starred titles, the Calendars and the Honorable Mention items. 

We haven't let you down, have we? 


If the value of the service began and ended with the value to the buyer, we 
should count ourselves a failure. We want our sword to be two edged. We want first, 
to help you in sound buying. But we want, from that moment on, to help you and your 
staff in sound selling. 





Put the folder where your staff can use it for quick reference. Almost 
every recommended title carries with it suggestions of type of customer appeal. Often, 
ae a fresh angle on the sales value of a title will help move it. 


Make this the best Christmas season in five years, and wipe the slate clean 
for a fresh start with the New Year. The best of luck and more power to youe 





